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SECURITY INFORMATION

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
2 Janmuary 1952

SUBJECT: TIOMS OF REFERINCE: NIE=35/1: FRORABLE DEVELOF (@NTS
IN INDOCHINA THROUGH *ID~1952

THt# PROBL™
To sstimate (robable developments in Indochina through

mid=1952 with particular emphasis on probable Chinese Comnist

courzes of action in that area.

QUESTIONS BEARING ON THT IROBLEM

I. .FACTORS INFLUINCING CHINESE COMfUNIST POLICY TOWARD INDOCHINA

A. What.is the current milita.ry. situation in Indochina?

1. What is the relative nilitary strength, combat effece
tivensss and tactical disposition of the Froneh-
7Vi'etnameac and Viet “inh forces?
ao How has the fiphting in Tonkin during the Last

gix months affected French-Vietnamese capabilities?
b. How has the fighting in Tonkin during the past
six months affected Viet Yinh capabdlities?
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2 VWhat is the present nature and level of Chiness
Commnist technical and materiel asaistance to the
Viet Minh?

What are the capabilities of the Chinese Commnists to

commit an lnercasing volume of assistance to the Viet

Minh in the form of_adviaera,' instructors, manpoweyr .

incorporated 1n.V:lu't. Minh units, v.md materiel?

1. Assuming present situation or an :Lnt-ensificati_on of
the fighting in Korea?

2. Assuming an armistice i'nl Korea?

What are the capabilities of the Chinese Commnists to

comnit major elementa of their regular forces in Indochina?

1. Assuming present situation or an intensifioation of

the fighting in Korea?

a: What ground forces do the Chinese Commnists have
available for commitment tal an invasion of Inda-
thina? What is the leval of training end oq:ipe.
ment of these troops? How many troops can the
Chinese Commniste now suprort logistiecally in
Indochina in sustained military operations?
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What air strength could the Chiness Communists

comnit to such an invasion? whet airfields are
available or could be made available for operational
use? |

What naval strength could the Chiness Communists
comnit to such an inwasion?

2. Assuming an arwistice in Korea$
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How many troops oould the Chinese Commnists support

logistically in Indochina in sustained military

operations?

What air strength sould the Chinese Commnists commit
to such an invasion?

What naval strength could the Chinese Commnists
commit to such an invasion?

Do How would the cepabilities of the Viet Minh forces be
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affacted in the next six months ifs

1.

2

Chinsse Communist technical and materiel assistance

were maintained at approximately prasent levels?

Chiness Commnists increase their present assistanoce

programs over the next few months to the levels

envisioned in B1 and B 2 above.
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3o Chinese Communists increase their present assistance
to the levels contemplated in G 1 and C 2 above,

Es What are the present FrencheVietnamese capabilities %o
withstand attacks by |

1. The Viet Minh alone, assuming a contimuance of the
present scale of Chiness Commnist assistance?

2. The Viat Winh alone, assuwming s substantial incréaae
in the scale of Chiness Commnist assistame, ineluding
mlunteara" with the Viet Minh?

3o The Viet Minh, assiasted by major Chinese Commnist
fepnlar forges? '

¥. Uhat trends in French-Vietnamese capabilitiep to resist

Viet Minh-Chinese Commnist pressure are probable through

mid-19527 .

1. In manpowsr and materiel suprly {including scheduled
US aid)? ]

2, In political strength and stability within Vietnem?

3. In the w1l to resist; ' |
4. FPelitical end economic developments within i‘rmn?
o FPolitical and economic developments within Indochinm?
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Go What would be the influence on Chinese Communist courses
of action with resrect to Indochina ofs
1. The situation in Korea?
2. The requirements of internal consolidation in
Communist China?
3. A poseible Chinese Commnist balief that a more
forward courss in Indoehiﬁa might incite UN or US
_counter-action in Indochina? |
8- Sudatantially inoreased assistance to the Viet
Minh, possible including "volunteers” in Viet
Minh units?
bo Commitment of repular Chinese Commnist forces
in orgunized units? | |
ho A possible Chinese Comminist belief that a more
forward eourse in Indochina might bring UN or US
retaliation, including strategie bombing, against
| the China mainland?
& Substantially inereased assistence to the Viet
| Minh, possible including "volunteers” in Viet
Minh unita? |
bo  Commitment of resular Chiness Communist forces in
organized units?
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5o A significant improvement in the French«Viatnamese
military and political yosition in Indochina?

6o Indications of French weakening of will to resist
becanae of the eebnomic and militai"y stiains on
metropeliten France involved in a long-term and
indecisive war in Indochina$ .

7. Developments alse'm@re in Southeast Asia (for axampla.
Burma) favorsble to the Commnists,

II. INDICATIONS OF CURRENT CHINESE COMMUNIST INTENTIONS WITH
~FiSTh B0 DO e L2 ChD WITH

Ao ‘ihat indications may be derived from Communist military
astivity in Communist Chine and within Indochina?

Be What indications may be derived from nomemilitary svemts
such ag Gnmniat {Soviet, Chinese Communiet, Viet Minh)
Fropagenda, the movement of Communist leaders, and the
fpmtion of Joint Viet Minh=Chinese Commnist eultural
end/or military orgenisations?

I1T. PHJEABLE CHINESE GOW*!IUHIS‘I’ OWRSF& CF AGTION WITH RiBPI'I!T

NDOCH T U0 M1

('l‘o be prepared by OJ'NE based on I and II abwe)
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